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Dear Members
Thank you to all those members who have enquired after the wellbeing of the Christchurch Branch members after the earthquake on 22nd February.  I am very saddened to announce that our Branch Treasurer, Jeanette Beaumont, lost her dear son Matthew in the CTV Building collapse.  Matthew was a lovely, caring young man, looking forward to his marriage at the end of the year and we offer our heartfelt sympathies to Jeanette and David. 
The Branch also has a connection with the Durham Street Methodist Church which was badly damaged in the September earthquake and totally collapsed on 22nd February, killing 3 men who were working on the removal of the organ.  The Branch holds its meetings in the lounge of the Aldersgate complex connected to the Church and has been unable to access the building since the September quake.  We have been meeting at St Paul’s Church lounge at Papanui where we were to hold our St Piran’s Day lunch.  This was postponed due to the sadness we were all feeling and will now be held on 9th April.  It is very hard to go about your usual activities when there is so much destruction and damage to our lovely city but this almost pales into insignificance when looking at the horror that has happened in Japan.  I have received so many emails, phone calls and letters from family, friends and acquaintances in Cornwall, England, Australia and New Zealand, too many to name here, but I have answered them all, passing on our gratitude at their concerns for our welfare.

I have delayed sending this newsletter in expectation of receiving voting papers on the proposed changes to the Association’s rules which were sent to you at the end of January.  I put forward the closing date of 28th February as no mail was being delivered for over a week in Christchurch after the earthquake on 22nd February.  I have not received any voting papers for the last 2 days and the total votes received stand at 78 for the proposal and none against.  This proposal will be officially ratified at the Biennial General Meeting on 7th May, (for venue in New Plymouth contact Gary Wellington grwell@paradise.net.nz or 06 756 7332.   I am now asking for nominations for:

1. Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

2. Treasurer/Newsletter Distributor/Membership Secretary/Librarian

You will remember from my resignation letter sent in November that if voting was for the proposal, I would nominate Nick Bartle for No.1 and he would nominate me for No.2.  Any other nominations should be received by 30th April to be considered at the Biennial General Meeting on 7th May.

The result of the voting on the proposal to include Cliff Trevelyan’s name as founder of the Association on our official letterhead is 37 for the proposal, 19 against and 22 undecided.  This proposal will also be officially ratified at the Biennial Meeting.

From the Newsletter of the Cornish Association of NSW - No. 328 - August / September 2010 CORNISH WORLD MAGAZINE NO MORE: After 18 years the magazine called Cornish World, started by a team including some from the Cornish Diaspora around the world (including our own late Pat Lay) has ceased.  Many people around the world lament this as it has given a lot of coverage to Cornish identity, at home and internationally and the name was a key part of that focus.  It has had a number of owners over the years but changed hands again earlier this year.  The mag was apparently losing money.  They decided to do two things, the popular CW Editor Nigel Pengelly is not now involved, and in its place to launch what is a ‘new’ magazine called ‘MyCornwall’, to link with its internet TV channel, MyCornwall . Existing CW subscriptions are being honoured with the new mag, but it is seeking a wider readership, particularly in Cornwall, with a different look and content mix.  We look forward to it delivering for the Cornish around the world and for Cornwall. More details of MyCornwall can be found at:  http://www.cornishworldmagazine.co.uk
From the London Cornish Association’s Autumn 2010 Newsletter: Rosyer Lecture 2010  This year’s Rosyer Lecture, held at the City Lit on 9th July, was given by Dr Loveday Jenkin on ‘Growing Up With Cornish’. Talking about her experiences of this subject from early childhood, to student life, to married life and motherhood, to the present day now that her own children have become students, she presented her personal angle on a complex subject that can be viewed from different perspectives.  Although not born in Cornwall, Loveday’s father, Richard Jenkin, was of Cornish descent and, having discovered that there was a Cornish language, he became passionately interested and involved in the county’s cultural activities, where he met Ann Trevenen, a kindred spirit who was to become his wife in 1956. Loveday described her own early years, growing up in Cornwall, with her three siblings. In the 1960s there was little recognition of the Cornish language, speaking of which was perceived as ‘odd’ and an educational disadvantage. There were few speakers and it was not taught in state schools.  Loveday’s parents and others like Richard Gendall, Peter Angove, Peter Pool and Mrs Petchey wanted to change this and set about promoting Cornish as a spoken language.  The late 1960s and early 1970s saw a real growth of interest in the Cornish language, with beginners and evening classes for adults; lunch-time classes in some schools, and even CSE/GCSE exams, with Loveday herself taking part as a guinea-pig. People started getting together to use Cornish in an everyday setting, with games, quizzes and competitions, and Cornish weekends.  All this led to greater fluency, although there were few people around who were able to teach the language. A survey revealed that many people wanted Cornish to be available on the school curriculum; some wanted their children to be taught Cornish in nursery school. Use of the language was boosted by Celtic congresses and sharing experiences with native speakers in Wales and Brittany.  All this led to renewed interest in bilingualism and a new perception of the value of learning Cornish. Gradually there were more speakers and more activities and resources like comics, work sheets, songs, play groups and a half-hour radio programme. Loveday’s marriage in 1985 to historian and singer/song-writer Brian Webb was the first to be conducted in the Cornish language, sadly followed the following year by his funeral in the Cornish language.  By the early 1990s bilingualism was beginning to be better understood and, with more fluent speakers around, speaking Cornish was no longer considered “weird”. Loveday’s second husband, was not a Cornish speaker and they decided to bring their two sons up bilingually, with their father speaking to them in English and their mother in Cornish. Ironically, because Loveday spent more time with their sons, Cornish became their first language and they were able to both speak and write Cornish before going to school. This is where problems arose for the older son in particular for at school, both in the class-room and among his peers, he was faced with having to adapt to a new environment where English was the dominant language. At first he wrote his English according to the Cornish spelling system and found learning in English a somewhat traumatic experience. For a while neither the parents nor the teachers picked up what was happening or that he was finding it difficult to retain a Cornish identity in an English speaking school.  From the experiences of her children, for whom bilingualism presented completely unforeseen difficulties, Loveday can see that teaching Cornish to young children is not an easy choice. Parents need support and resources and the use of Cornish in the environment (for example on signage), and the opportunities to learn and speak Cornish alongside their children. After years of debate about spelling variations, the adoption of the standard written form should help.  As someone who grew up in Cornwall in the 1940s and who was not even aware then that there was a Cornish language, I found Loveday’s lecture very revealing and thought-provoking as it opened challenging issues that would not have occurred to me.  Lorna Leadbetter.”
Wellington member, Hugh Williams, recently sent me the following article from the Dominion Post: “Cornish Pasties Protected.  The Cornish pasty, once the daily fare of tin miners, is going back to its origins, thanks to protected status granted by the European Commission.  From mid-March, only pasties actually made in Cornwall can be called Cornish.  The Protected Geographical Indication status also lays down the recipe and exact appearance of an official Cornish pasty.  The pasty will join 42 other British food products, including Jersey potatoes, Melton Mowbray pork pies and Cornish clotted cream, whose origins are protected by the law.   

The decision follows a nine-year campaign by pasty producers concerned about competitors from outside Cornwall being able to pass off their products as Cornish.  According to the new designation, the essential ingredients of a Cornish pasty are a ‘chunky filling’ of uncooked beef that is minced or in roughly cut chunks, swede, potato and onion, a light seasoning and no additives or preservatives.  The ingredients are cooked in a distinctive D-shaped pastry case that is glazed with milk or egg to ensure it is golden brown in colour and crimped along one side.  Alan Adler, chairman of the Cornish Pasty Association, which applied for protected status in 2002, said authentic Cornish Pasties could still be baked elsewhere in Britain but need to be prepared in Cornwall.  ‘By guaranteeing the quality of the Cornish pasty, we are helping to protect our British food legacy’, he said.  ‘We lag far behind other European countries like France and Italy that have hundreds of food products protected and it’s important that we value our foods just as much.’  The Association’s members produce 87 million pasties a year, worth a total of £60 million (NZ$130m).  David Rodda of the Cornwall Development Company, said that the new status would protect Cornwall’s economy.  ‘Receiving protected status for the Cornish pasty is good news for consumers but also for the rural economy.  By protecting our regional food heritage, we are protecting local jobs,’ he said.  Legend has it that the pasty started life as lunch for miners who carried it by the crimped ‘Handle’.”
From the London Cornish Association’s Newsletter: “In one of Cornwall’s free newspapers last year they listed places of historic interest from a number of towns. As many of you know (and now you will all know) my home town was Hayle which, apart from Newquay, has the largest visitor population in Cornwall. I was particularly interested in the historic details of its distinguished past such as:
· Hayle was probably the most important industrial town in the world in the early 1800s. It saw the     world’s first self propelled vehicle in 1801 with Richard Trevithick’s Puffing Billy which was cast by Harvey & Co’s foundry.

· The world’s first mechanical rock drill was also made in Hayle as was the largest beam engine and the chains for the Clifton and Hungerford suspension bridges.

· Almost all cordite used in the First World War was made in Hayle and the bromine that was added to aviation fuel in the Second World War was made in Hayle.

· With its large estuary Hayle was a major tin trading port for the Phoenicians 2000 years ago.

I found these snippets of great interest and wondered what Hayle would have been like today had it maintained its industrial heritage. But things always change and today Hayle attracts visitors and holidaymakers with its three miles of golden sandy beach including Towans with its sand dunes. 
Checking for Hayle in my copy of the 1897 Kelly’s Directory, I found that it stated: Hayle is a manufacturing town in the townships and parishes of Phillack. There is a safe and commodious harbour for vessels of 800 tons, the entrance being over a bar of sand, the accumulation of which is prevented by the erection of flood gates and a good passage is thus secured for vessels at all ordinary tides. The town is lighted with gas by a company formed in 1889 and supplied with water from reservoirs at Mellanear.
Things have certainly changed in the last 113 years.”
From the Cornish Association of South Australia’s Newsletter: “An amateur archaeologist believes he has discovered the biggest recorded battlefield in British history after unearthing the largest amount of English Civil War ammunition ever found.  John Andrews, 64, stumbled across 4,000 musket balls and 20 cannon balls while searching fields near his Cornish home with a metal detector.  Mr Andrews believes the sheer scale of his discovery shows the fields at Tywardreath, near Par in Cornwall, could have been used to stage one of the biggest battles ever fought in Britain between 1642 and 1651.  He said it could take up to two years to complete the study of the findings, which will reach as far down as Par Beach. Natasha Ferguson, of Glasgow University Centre of Battlefield Archaeology, said she believed the site was historically significant.  She said: ‘There is no record of a large battle on this site but we believe it's connected with the Battle of Lostwithiel in 1644 which King Charles I himself was at – he slept in a hedge there according to records.  In 1644, the Royalist forces achieved their last major success of the Civil War but the site at Tywardreath was a running battlefield when Parliamentary forces were running away to retreat to the sea.”
I have received the following email from Nigel Pengelly:
“Dyth da, fatla genes?

I hope many of you remember me; my name is Nigel Pengelly and I am the former editor of Cornish World.  After I was made redundant from Cornish World last year after eight years at the helm, I said I'd take a break from publishing and journalism for a while - perhaps for always.  After 17 years writing  about Cornwall, I thought I’d do something different.  Now, I’m a part-time youth worker and also setting up a business helping small Cornish food producers sell their food (as you may well remember, my father and I worked together for many years on the family farm). However, another big opportunity has dawned and I have been lured back into the magazine world, which is why I am contacting you.  I have been approached by Andrew Morris to create and edit a new worldwide Celtic magazine called The Celtic Link. It will be a subscription only magazine at first and will serve to connect not only the Celtic nations, but also the Celtic Diaspora around the world.  Think of a Cornish World, but for all the Celtic nations if you may.  This is a big venture and I am proud that it is coming from Cornwall, proving once again that Cornish innovation, industry and commitment is strong as ever.  The main Celtic magazine in the world right now is Celtic Life, and is based in Canada. There are many Celtic music magazines. I feel that the team behind Celtic Link can make this publication an international success raising the profile of the Celtic culture, heritage and issues. It will be the best Celtic magazine in the world and it will come from Cornwall. I would like you to be a part of this team by helping, if you so wish. I have some Cornish writers but I will need more. The Cornwall aspect is pretty well covered as I have many contacts in Kernow and I am Cornish myself. I would like to feature news from the Cornish overseas - from individuals and organisations - as well as news from people and groups from or that represent the other Celtic nations.  The theme of the first issue will be the Celtic saints, how the Celtic nations celebrate their culture through their saints and also the cults of the Celtic saints.  If you could start thinking of anyone you might know from the Celtic nations who might be able to help, then I would be grateful. I must add that there is not much in the way of a budget yet for expenses, this project is not funded by any public money. If it becomes a success then that success will be from hard work and commitment rather than a Government/European fund.  Thank you for taking time to read this email and please do come back to me if you require any more information. Look forward to speaking with you ‘dreckley’..Sowena, Nigel Pengelly.”  I shall be sending Cornish Link a copy of our Newsletter – Jean.
Taranaki Branch: The annual meeting was held in the Methodist Church Lounge on Saturday 12th February 2011.  There were 18 members in attendance.  The election of officers resulted in only one change, namely Vice President.   
Officers for the year are:     President - Gary Wellington. 
Vice President - Ava Stevens 

          Secretary - Carol Cowling.  Treasurer - Bernice Wood

                      

        Committee -           Raewyn Wellington, Elaine James & Graham Cowling

The two National remits were discussed: Splitting Secretary/Treasurer:  Those present were in favour of the remit; Alteration of Letterhead:  We were unable to come to a conclusion based on the information available to us at this time

Bi annual Tea: The committee has been charged with making arrangements but we were given several guidelines, date to be 7th May at a venue to be decided.

Ethnic Parade: We are entering a float in the parade on Saturday 26th March, with a holiday theme and hope to have some sort of give-aways promoting us in particular and Cornwall in general.

National Census: We decided that we would put NZ Cornish in the ethnicity section of the census forms.
Christchurch Branch: The Annual Picnic, postponed from the previous Sunday owing to the weather, was held at Woodham Park on Woodham Road, Christchurch on Sunday 30th January 2011.  The weather was reasonably warm if rather cloudy and was attended by 17 members who enjoyed catching up with all the happenings since the Christmas meeting.  The many aftershocks from the September earthquake, particularly the Boxing Day one, were a topic of discussion with members comparing notes on the damage to property and possessions and the progress of their insurance claims.  Members enjoyed a shared afternoon tea and are looking forward to the first full meeting of the year, the St Piran’s Day lunch on Saturday 5th March.  (Unfortunately the lunch has been changed to 9th April.)
Regards
Jean
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